ELA  Grade: 5 
Unit: Reading Closely with National Geographic Explorer Magazine and online article Surprise Visitor

Essential Questions:  
How can reading text closely help us better understand non-fiction text?




How is the relationship between some plants and insects or animals mutually beneficial? 
The goal of this lesson is to give students the opportunity to read closely and with purpose to deepen their understanding of non-fiction text.  By reading and rereading the article, “Pollen Power,” by Holly H. Shimizu (National Geographic Explorer Magazine - Pathfinder Edition) and online article, Surprise Visitor, by Stephen Ornes (February 3, 2010) closely, and focusing student reading through a series of questions and discussion about the text, students will identify how “some plants and animals are perfect partners.”  Students will also reflect upon how this reading strategy worked for them.

Summary:

	  Reading Task: Students will preview the article and follow teacher model of reading closely.  They have opportunity to read and reread sections and work with a partner to practice reading closely and identifying the big or main ideas.  Based on students’ reading level, teacher will read some text aloud to model strategy, followed by silent, independent reading by the students.  While students read, they may record information on sticky notes.

Vocabulary: From careful reading and rereading of the text, students will naturally uncover word meaning through the context in which they appear in the article.  The following academic vocabulary will be defined in the article: mutualism, pollen, pollinate, pollinator
Objectives:  Students will be able to:

· Read and reread each section of the article

· Find the main idea of each section of the article

· Engage in a discussion about the article and answer questions using text support

· Recognize how plans depend on pollinators


	Reading Task: Students will read and reread the article (a section at a time) in order to understand the author’s ideas.  While students read, they will jot notes and answer teacher guided questions.

Vocabulary: From careful reading and rereading of the text, students will naturally uncover word meaning through the context in which they appear in the article.  The following academic vocabulary will be defined in the article: pollinate, orchids, biodiversity, species, anther.

Objectives:  Students will be able to:
· Read and reread each section of the article

· Extract the key ideas from the article

· Answer teacher questions with text support

· Understand the mutual relationship between plants and insects/animals


ELA CCLS: 
5.RI.1: Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
5.RI.2: Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.
5.RI.3: Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.
5.RI.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.
5.RI.8: Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text.
5.RI.10: By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2–3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
5.L.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
5.L.3: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
5.L.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 5 reading and content,

choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
5.L.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
5.L.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal 
contrast, addition, and other logical relationships
Science Learning Standards and Core Curriculum: The Living Environment 6. Plants and animals depend on each other and their physical environment.

LESSON 1

Day 1 & 2:

This lesson will take 2 meetings and can be broken up over 2 days.
Required Materials:

· Copies of National Geographic Explorer Magazine, Pollen Power, by Holly H. Shimizu (Pathfinder Edition) Reading Levels: Grade 4-6/Lexile Level, approximately 950
 Teacher’s edition (with images of the article) available at: 


http://ngexplorer.cengage.com/pathfinder/1104/pdf/pa_teachersguide_1104.pdf
· Online Article, Surprise Visitor 
available at:

http://www.sciencenewsforkids.org/2010/02/surprise-visitor-2/
· Pencils
· Markers

· Pollen Power packet

· Chart paper, Document based camera or SMART board

· Informational Text Features Guide, pgs 5-6  available at
http://images.reallygoodstuff.com/images/set_a/en_us/local/pdfs/160098.pdf
· Reading Comprehension worksheet for Pollen Power
· Reading Comprehension worksheet for Surprise Visitor
· Picture of a flower for students to label (used for Struggling students’ HW for Lesson 1)

Prerequisite: Students should understand what is and how to find the main idea of a text or part of a text.

Procedures:

1.  Lead in:  Skilled readers read text closely and carefully.  They combine their ideas with the ideas presented by the author to deeply understand what they are reading.  Good reading involves staying rooted in the text and asking yourself, “Does this make sense?”  Today we are going to practice reading closely and carefully as we read an article from National Geographic Explorer Magazine.
2. Step by Step:

Before Reading Teacher will

a. Discuss the goal and the reading strategy

b. Focus students on the reading behaviors of staying rooted in the text and self-monitoring understanding

c. Go over the “Informational Text Features Guide”
d. Point out all the different “tools” the students can use to get information from what they are reading.

e. Distribute the National Geographic Magazine and the Pollen Power packet
f. Ask students to identify which text features are used in the article

g. Share the strategy the students will be expected to utilize, focusing on 3 points.

i. Read and reread
ii. Read small sections at a time

iii. Stop to think about the main idea

During Reading Teacher will:

h. Model reading the introduction 2 times.  The first read will be a read through without pausing.  The second read, the teacher 
will model thinking through thinking aloud.
i. Share finding of the main idea(s), jot the main idea(s) on a sticky note, and demonstrate placing the notes into the packet in the appropriate location.
j. Inform students that it is their turn to try.  Teacher will read aloud “A Plant and its Pollen” section two times, while students read along
k. Instruct students to turn and discuss the main ideas, come to consensus and jot the ideas down on sticky notes.  Students will place the sticky notes in the appropriate place in the packet (Students may chose to keep the sticky notes in their book and write directly on the worksheet in their packet)
l. Provide time for students to share their ideas, staying rooted in the text.
m. Provide opportunity for students to practice this close reading independently, reading the section “Sending a Message”
n. Explain that students should read independently and jot down what the main ideas are on a sticky note
o. Give adequate time for students to read, reread and jot down information
p. For the remainder of this article, students will continue to practice this strategy as they identify the main ideas
q. Students will then break up into pairs and complete the “Reading Comprehension” worksheet when complete.  
r. Students will read their answers aloud.

After Reading, the group will discuss why plants and animals/insects have such an important relationship.

3. Closure: 
The group will reflect upon how reading closely worked for them.  The teacher will pose the following questions:

a. How well of a job do you feel you did reading closely today?

b. Is it different or similar to the way you usually read?

c. Would you use this type of reading when you are reading for enjoyment?

d. When would you use this type of reading? Research, textbook, poetry, or directions for something?

e. How did the “Informational Text Features Guide” help you get information from the text?

Assessment:  Students will be assessed through questioning and observation during group discussion.  Teacher will observe how accurately students can identify the main idea, answer questions, and follow directions.  Teacher will make note of student feedback during the closing reflection.

Differentiation
Advanced:
a. Provide an opportunity to have students find supporting details for the main ideas
Struggling:
b. During independent work, T will sit with the struggling students and re-read a pre-selected passage from the packet.  T will explain any

vocabulary necessary to comprehend the text.  T will also use visuals to further make the text comprehensible.  If time allows, T can read a 2nd passage.  Also, when the advanced students are answering the comprehension questions, T will sit with the struggling students and help them find evidence in the text for their answers.
Homework/Assessment 
Advanced:
c. Students will reread the article at home and record “Bookmark” answers in their notebooks.
Struggling:
d. Struggling students will be asked to draw and label a flower and write 2-3 sentences about their drawing.

Lesson 2:  (Day 3)

Procedures
1.  Lead in:  Review the idea that skilled readers read text closely and carefully.  They combine their ideas with the ideas presented by the author to deeply understand what they are reading.  Good reading involves staying rooted in the text and asking yourself, “Does this make sense?”  Today you are going to practice reading closely as you read the article Surprise Visitor.

2. Step by Step:

Before Reading Teacher will:

a. Discuss the goal and review the reading strategy of reading and rereading closely.

b. Focus students on the reading behaviors or staying rooted in the text and self-monitoring understanding

c. Review the handout “Informational Text Features Guide”

d. Have students log on computers (or teacher can provide printed copy of the article)

e. Quickly review set up of the article and point out the video

f. Remind students of how they will read closely

i. Read and reread

ii. Read small sections at a time

iii. Stop to think about the main idea

During Reading Students will:

g. Read the article Surprise Visitor, section by section
h. Watch the video clip if school access allows
i. Reread the article, section by section
j. Identify the main ideas of each section, use sticky notes or write in the margin of the text
k. Complete the Reading Comprehension worksheet, citing evidence from the text

After Reading Students will:
l. pair up with a partner and discuss question responses and provide feedback to one another.  Teacher will circulate room to observe and partake in conversations with partners

3. Closure: Teacher will guide a discussion on reflecting upon how reading and rereading closely has made a difference in overall understanding of the partnership between plants and pollinators.
Assessment
Students will be assessed through questioning and observation during group discussion.  Teacher will observe how accurately students can identify the main idea, answer questions, and follow directions.  Teacher will make note of student feedback during the closing reflection.

Differentiation:  

Advanced:

· Provide an opportunity to identify supporting details for the main ideas found

Struggling:

· During the independent work, the T will gather these students and show them the video.  Then, T will review the target vocabulary found at the bottom of the Surprise Visitor article.  The T will help students identify the main idea of each paragraph, and point out where the students can find answers to the comprehension questions.  (These students will not be expected to answer questions #3 and #4 on the reading comprehension questions handout.  Instead, struggling students can draw and label a plant that is getting pollinated by a cricket, and write 2-3 sentences that explain the photograph.  
Homework/Assessment: 

Advanced:
· Write an essay demonstrating an understanding of the mutually beneficial relationship between plants and insects/animals with text support from both articles.
Struggling:  
