Title: “Salute to Hospitalized Veterans”

1. Brief Summary - This project is being conducted as a joint effort between two model

programs in our district. The first is a district-wide student community service initiative. Many
of our Middle School students are involved in this project. The other partner in this project is
our Middle School “T.V.” studio program that engages students in the production of electronic
journalism. The students, in grades 5-12, will work with teachcr coordinators to conduct a
district-wide educational cffort to foster better relationships with veterans and understanding of
the issues confrouted by hospitalized veterans. OQur Middle School “Televisiou Crew,” will work
with their peers to produce a new student documentary about veterans at a local care facility.
Students will work with thc veteraus, staff at the facility, aud their peers, to create the new
documentary film, which will include inspirational photos, music aud tributes to hospitalized
veteraus. The film will be incorporated into a larger program, saluting the Hospitalized
Veterans, produced by the Middle School Journalists and their studeut peers iu the community
service project,

2. Need _and _Rationale - Our students are living during a period of war, when fellow

Americans are putting their lives on the line every day to serve our nation. These can be
difficult times for students who are seeing the uncertainty of war for the first time and for our
Veterans who know all to well the cost of war. The program will demonstrate to hospitalized
Veterans that students care about them and remember their sacrifice. The students will gain
encouragement from the stories of hospitalized Veterans who can share their stories of
overcoming adversity aud seeing the common values that unite us as Americans throughout
history despite the many challenges our nation has faced. The film will infuse the themes of

"Trustworthiuess, Responsibility, Respect, Fairness, Caring and Citizenship.” These are all



attributes exhibited by the hospitalized Veterans the project will serve. The process of creating
the documentary about our local hospitalized Veterans will help build community connections
for our students, while allowing them to use their skills as “electronic journalists.”

3. Curriculum, Grades and Population - Middle School students, in grades 6-8, will directly

benefit from thliis program through the Electronic Journalism/“T.V.” program. We anticipate
that approximately 20 students will have a role directly in the production aspects. At least 50
additional students (grades 5-12), will be involved in working with staff at the nursing facility to
coordinatc photos, film shooting, obtaining oral histories from Veterans, and conducting the
final event at the nursing home. A final piece about the *Salute” will be produced for broadcast
over the Middle School TV for all the Middle School Students to enjoy. This will impact over
750 students. Connections to Social Studies curriculum will be included with lessons in civics,
history and character education all incorporated into the program. The “production™ aspects of
the program also connect to English Language Arts curriculum and Career Exploration.

4. Objectives - To support civic engagement and commitment to the eelehration of citizenship
in students; To allow students an opportunity 'to share their care for hospitalized veterans; To
have our students build relationships with Veterans for mutual benefit; To infuse principles of
Character Education; To have students create a new documentary with Veterans to honor the
residents of a local Veteran care facility; To engage students and our greater community in
recognizing the contributions of our Veterans and reeognizing the special issues confronted by
hospitalized Veterans; To bring strength, hope and optimism to all involved during this time of
national uncertainty.

5. Impact on Student Learning and Teacher Practice - This project will ¢engage students in

positive reflections and celebrations of American citizenship, our democratic values, and

examples of character and service. Students will interaet with community members who are






$200.00 - Miscellaneous Expenses (awards and commemorative tee-shirts)

$250.00 - Production cost for event video and ereating multiple copies of video.

$1,800.00 - Total Grant Request [({.{al ajlowed a Ce-07)

10. Assessment - A team of teachers, student leaders, and community volunteers will assess
this project. Success will be measured by the response of the students and teachers who
participate and by the success of the student leaders in coordinating the Salute to Hospitalized
Veterans. We will solicit feedback from participants, throughout the project, to insure that our
goals are being met. Project staff will be able to debrief student participant to measure success
in meeting project goals.

11.  Collaboration - There are several community-based organizations that will be involved in

this project. Our major partner on this project is a government agency dedicated to the mission
of serving the needs of Veterans. This agency partner is providing an expert outreach
coordinator who will work to facilitate the success of this project and can provide access to
hundreds of veterans who will be able to work with our students. One of our Veteran volunteers

has lifetime experience as a documentary film maker. He will work directly with us.



